Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.120; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.1.
In the title compound, C 21 H 13 FO 4 SÁH 2 O, the dihedral angles between the mean plane of the benzofuran fragment (r.m.s. deviation = 0.005 Å ) and the pendant 4-fluorophenyl and phenyl rings are 6.24 (7) and 83.39 (6) , respectively. In the crystal, molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 2009 al., , Khan et al., 2005 . These benzofuran derivatives occur in a wide range of natural products (Akgul & Anil, 2003; Soekamto et al., 2003) . As a part of our ongoing studies of 5,6-(methylenedioxy)benzofuran derivatives containing 2-(4-bromophenyl) (Choi et al., 2009 ) substituents, we report herein the crystal structure of the title compound.
Related literature
The title compound crystallizes as a hydrate (Fig. 1) . The benzofuran unit is essentially planar, with a mean deviation of 0.005 (1) Å from the least-squares plane defined by the nine constituent atoms. The dihedral angles between the mean plane of the benzofuran fragment and the pendant 4-fluorophenyl and phenyl rings are 6.24 (7) and 83.39 (6)°, respectively. The crystal packing (Fig. 2) is stabilized by intermolecular O-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds (see Table 1 ). 
Experimental

Refinement
The H atoms bonded to O5w were located a different Fourier map and refined freely. All other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93 Å fo the aryl and 0.97 Å for the methylene H atoms.
U iso (H) =1.2U eq (C) for aryl and methylene H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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